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Family key in Karney operation 

Family and a 
strong business plan are 
vitally important to Patrick 
& Robin Karney. Three 
generations are actively 
involved with the daily 
operations of their ranch, 
located near Las Animas. 

Surrounded by 
family, including all seven 
grandchildren, Karney 
Land & Cattle Company 
received Colorado 
Cattlemen’s 2015 
Outstanding Commercial 
Producer of the Year. The 
state award put the Karney family – parents Russell & Mary Lou, owners Pat & Robin, and their children Tyler, 
Ashley, Erin & Bo – in the spotlight during January’s National Western Stock Show activities.  

Their herd consists of 500 head of Angus-cross commercial cattle and 
about 400 head of replacement heifers. A unique part of their operation is their 
heifer development enterprise. In addition to raising heifers from their own herd, 

the Karneys buy heifers based on a set genotypic and phenotypic criterion, to 
develop and sell as bred heifers. They implement a 100% AI breeding program 
for heifers, with strict benchmarks such as pelvic measurements, conformation 
and docility, for staying in the herd.         

Pat & Robin Karney bought interest in La Junta Mill from dad Russell in 1999. The   continued on page 3             

Chicks & spring babies arriving 
Baby chicks, turkey poults, ducklings 

& goslings are arriving multiple times each 
week throughout the spring.  

WW Feed & Supply has extra pullets 
for walk-in purchase, starting March 2. If 
you’d like to reserve a particular breed, just 
stop in to check our arrival list. A price sheet 
is also found on www.WWFeed.com. 

For calving, lambing and kidding, remember that we’ve got easy-
mix, all-milk, species-specific milk replacers and supplies to aid you when life isn’t going 
right.  

We also keep starter feeds in stock to get those babies switched from bottle to grain. 



MOST Important 
 Time of Year  

for Cow Nutrition 
The unseasonably warm temperatures in February may  

have you thinking it’s time to cut back on feeding your  
cowherd, but if you have a spring-calving herd don’t get in a 
hurry. For spring-calving cows this is the most critical time of 
year to fully meet the cow’s nutritional needs. For the typical 
February, March and April calving herd the cows are 
recovering from calving, ramping up milk production for their 
new-born calves, preparing to rebreed and doing it all on the 
poorest quality forage of the entire year. 

For an operation grazing cows and calving on native 
range, supplemental protein, vitamins and minerals are critical 
for timely rebreeding and calf health and in some cases 
supplemental energy may be needed as well. Make sure the 
cows are taken care of until there is plenty of good green grass 
to meet their energy and protein needs and keep the mineral 
out at least until the breeding season is over. 

Once the cows protein and energy needs are met the 
next nutritional limiting factor is probably minerals, so for 
Southeast Colorado a good source of phosphorus, copper and 
zinc should be on the menu. Besides the popular High-Plains 
12:9 mineral that was developed specifically for Southeast 
Colorado cowherds, we now have a variation that may fit your 
needs even better. The High-Plains 12:9 with Availa-4 is now 
available with the same nutritional specs as the old 12:9 but 
with a portion of the copper, zinc, cobalt and manganese 
coming from highly bioavailable organic sources. So consider using the new formulation during breeding 
season, or if you have extreme shortages of trace minerals or some antagonists such as high levels of 
molybdenum in your forage. 

If you need a supplement for protein and/or energy, take a look at Mix 30 liquid feed. It is a convenient, 
high-fat self-fed source of protein and energy that is economical as well. Compare the cost and nutrition of Mix 
30 versus tubs, cubes or even alfalfa hay and you may be shocked at how cost-effective and easy it is to fill the 
gap in your cow’s nutritional requirements. 

Give us a call if you would like to discuss mineral, Mix 30 or other ways of taking the best care possible 
of your cowherd. 

Show feeds to help meet youth project goals 
 Be sure to check with WW Feed & Supply as you get those 4-H 
and FFA livestock projects going this spring. We carry show feeds for 
swine, sheep & goats by Purina, Ranch-Way and ADM, plus we make the 

very successful beef Winner’s Choice    and Lamb Chop right here at WW Feed & Supply.  
Our mill runs all day long, so let Curt balance a custom ration for any of your livestock projects and 

we’ll make your custom blend here then bag it in 50# sacks or put it into a bulk ton tote. 

March Mineral 
Madness 

WW Feed & Supply is offering a 
beef mineral special March 1-31. 

Feeding a balanced, complete 
mineral package is important. So, for 
March 2016, we’re offering a March 
Madness promotion on beef range 
mineral. For every 10 bags of mineral you 
purchase, we’ll give you an 11th bag FREE. 
As a further bonus, for each full ton you 
purchase and pick up at one time, you’ll 
receive an extra bag for a total of FIVE 
FREE bags.  
     We have a variety of beef range 
minerals on hand. With this special you’ll 
be saving about $3-4 per bag compared to 
the normal price. 



Karney continued from page 1 ___________ 

family operated the business for many years before 
selling it and expanding the heifer development 
niche of their current ranch operation.

For the past several years, the Karney’s 
calves have been marketed as non-hormone treated 
and age & source verified. 

In addition to the Outstanding Commercial 
Producer award, Karney Land & Cattle has 
received previous honors. They were named 2009 
Conservationist of the Year for Bent County and 
the Lower Arkansas Watershed Association. In 
order to preserve for future generations, the family 
has placed conservation easements on the ranch in 
partnership with The Nature Conservancy and 
Colorado Parks and Wildlife. Karney also serves as 
a trustee on the Colorado Nature Conservancy. 

Karney holds other leadership roles, as 
well. He is a past president and director of Bent-
Prowers Cattle & Horse Grower’s Association. To 
culminate his long-term dedication and leadership 
commitments, he was named Bent-Prowers’ 
Honorary Lifetime Member in 2006 for the six-
county organization. He also is past president and 
seven-year director of the Bent County Fair Board, 
and past Treasurer of the Colorado Cattlemen’s 
Association. 

Congratulations to WW Feed & Supply 
customer – Karney Land & Cattle! 

 

Artificial Insemination to boost your herd’s genetics 
     Want to boost your herd’s genetics through Artificial Insemination, but lack the technical skills. No problem. 
We can help. WW Feed & Supply, a Select Sires dealer, has two certified and experienced beef AI technicians, 
                 Curt & Ryan, who will be glad to outline your protocol, review supplies, order bull semen and 
                      provide technical assistance.  
                      We keep MGA and CIDR’s in stock, which can be used, along with prostaglandin and GNRH, to 
synchronize estrous in both heifers and cows. We carry EstroTect heat detection aids to help in determining the 
optimum breeding time. WW can also supply OB lube, palpation gloves and AI sheaths and your AI supply and 
equipment needs. We also offer liquid nitrogen service for filling your semen storage tank. 

Don’t know how to AI? Don’t worry. We can set your cowherd or replacement heifers up on a 
synchronization schedule and do the breeding for you as well, and breeding might cost nothing if you buy your 
semen from us.  

WW Feed & Supply wants to help you make the most of your genetic opportunities. Stop by or give us a 
call for help in putting your cow herd on the path to increased profitability. 

M   ving to spring pastures? 
Whether it is moving your 

cattle to spring grass or hauling to 
or from the auction barn, WW Feed 
& Supply is ready to help. We have 

a dedicated livestock semi-trailer 
with an experienced driver to safely 
transport your cattle. Call to 
schedule your transportation needs.

Outstanding Seedstock Producer 

 
      Colorado Cattlemen’s presented the 2015 Outstanding 
Seedstock Producer award to Reflected R Ranch. Curtis & 
Susan Russell own and operate their registered seedstock 
ranch near Sugar City, in addition to owning and operating 
WW Feed & Supply in La Junta. 
      They raise top-quality Simmental and SimAngus cattle, 
using genomic-enhanced EPDs and $Indexes to help 
determine mating choices. They breed by AI and focus on 
producing docile, functional, performance-oriented cattle 
for the tough Colorado environment. Reflected R is part of 
the annual High-Altitude Bull Sale, which will offer 150 
bulls for sale on Sat., March 26, 2016 near La Garita, CO. 
Details may be found on www.ReflectedRRanch.com. 
     The Russell’s also interact with most of Southeast 
Colorado’s other seedstock operations - of all breeds - as 
customers of WW Feed & Supply and Select Sires. If you 
need help locating bulls of a specific breed, stop in and we 
can help direct you to the area’s top breeders. 



Equipment that’s           Feb. 29th only:  
built to last & last 

Powder River offers strong, durable 
ranch-tested cattle handling equipment. WW 
Feed & Supply has the best selection of 

Powder River 
equipment in 
Southern Colorado. 

Assorted panels and gates are in stock, or we 
can special order items or design a system for 
your operation.  

WW Feed & Supply 
also carries a line of poly tanks by Sioux 
Steel, and Giant Rubber Tire Tanks for 
permanent fixtures. The tough yellow tanks 

come in several sizes, from 
1-foot high sheep tanks to 9-
foot round cattle tanks.  The 
giant tire tanks are recycled 

from the mining industry.  
Look over our selection of equipment 

before you’re ready to shift pastures and work 
livestock.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


